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African Heritage Alliance (‘AHA’)
Toy Policy
1. Purpose of the Toy Policy
This policy ensures a safe, inclusive, and enriching environment for children and families during supervised contact visits and community activities. It sets guidelines for the use, selection, maintenance, and management of toys at the African Caribbean Centre.
2. Scope
This policy applies to:
· Staff and volunteers facilitating supervised contact visits.
· Families and children utilizing the centre during contact visits.
· Community members accessing the centre during events, programs, or open play sessions.
3. Toy Selection
Toys provided at the centre will:
· Reflect cultural diversity, with an emphasis on African and Caribbean heritage.
· Be age-appropriate, catering to a range of developmental stages.
· Promote positive play experiences, creativity, and learning.
· Be free of bias, avoiding stereotypes in gender, ethnicity, or abilities.
· Meet safety standards and be non-toxic, durable, and easy to clean.
4. Supervision and Use
· During contact visits, toys will be accessible in designated areas and used under the supervision of the visiting parent or guardian and observed by centre staff as required.
· During community use, toys will be used in communal spaces under parental supervision. Staff and volunteers may support play activities as needed.
· Children must not remove toys from designated play areas.
5. Safety and Maintenance
· Toys will be inspected regularly for wear and tear to ensure safety.
· Damaged or broken toys will be removed immediately and repaired or replaced.
· All toys will be cleaned and disinfected after each session, adhering to hygiene protocols.
· Hazardous items (small parts, sharp edges) will not be used.
6. Cultural Representation
· Toys and resources will reflect the African and Caribbean cultural heritage, such as dolls, books, and games that celebrate this identity.
· Families are encouraged to suggest or donate culturally relevant toys that meet safety standards.
7. Community Contributions
· Community members may contribute to the toy collection via donations. Donated toys must align with the policy criteria for safety and cultural relevance.
· The centre may host toy exchange or donation drives to involve the broader community.
8. Behavioural Guidelines for Toy Use
· Toys are tools for fostering positive interactions. Any misuse or disruptive behaviour will be addressed by staff, ensuring a respectful and supportive atmosphere.
· Families are responsible for ensuring children respect the toys and the space provided.
9. Implementation & Review
· This policy will be reviewed annually or as needed, in consultation with staff, volunteers, and community representatives.
· Feedback from families using the contact centre and community attendees will inform updates to the policy.
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